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Land Use Designations Methodology 
 
Schedule L contains maps identifying land use designations, special study areas, local area 
plans and development approval information area in the CVRD electoral areas.  
The OCP presents 21 land use designations. The CVRD Transect communicates the 
relationship between the 21 designations and 7 different landscape types and helps 
organize and illustrate the range of existing settlement patterns throughout the CVRD (see 
Schedule A, Section 2.1). Once the land use map was configured using the 21 land use 
designations, the results were adapted to identify new natural and rural areas to be 
protected, new density centres near transit and infrastructure servicing, new employment 
lands, and to address the electoral areas' housing needs. These maps have undergone 
several revisions to incorporate feedback from community members, First Nations, Electoral 
Area Directors, other levels of government and agencies, and various CVRD departments. 

As required by provincial legislation, a capacity analysis was conducted to ensure enough 
land is designated for projected housing needs in accordance with the interim Housing 
Needs Report completed in 2024. It determined the land use designations and their 
associated policies can accommodate the electoral area's housing needs for the next 25 
years. 

Special study areas indicate that regardless of an underlying land use designation there 
may be special considerations that would alter the usual consequences of the underlying 
designation (see Schedule A, Section 2.3 Land Use Designations, Special Study Areas for 
more information).  

Local area plans are defined areas within the electoral areas designed to help shape growth 
in a way that contributes to more place-specific, well-designed and liveable complete 
communities (see Schedule B – Local Area Plans for more information).  

Development approval information designation means that information on the anticipated 
impact of a proposed activity or development on the community may be required (see 
Schedule A, Section 2.5 Development Approval Information for more information). 

Map Interpretation 

Land use designations generally follow parcel boundaries and, though not shown on the 
maps, land use designations extend to the centerline of the road right of way. Land use 
designations are presented at different scales and extents (Regional, Special Study Areas 
and Local Area Plans), but are consistent throughout all maps. Where land use designations 
split parcels, the boundary will be considered approximate. The Agricultural Land Reserve 
(ALR) boundary is not always consistent with parcel boundaries. 

Land use designations under jurisdiction of "CVRD Bylaw No. 4373 - Cowichan Valley 
Regional District Official Community Plan for the Electoral Areas Bylaw, 2024" are in affect 
upland from the represented present natural boundary of the ocean as captured in survey 
documents registered with Land Title and Survey Authority (LTSA). Note that the legend on 
each map sheet includes only those designations that appear on the map. 

Mapping schedules contain the following reference features: CVRD electoral area 
boundaries, parcel boundaries, Indian Reserves, and roads including primary highways 
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(freeways and highways) and secondary roads (arterial, collector, and select local roads) as 
identified in the provincial Digital Road Atlas.  

Schedule L also includes reference locations for waterfront parks, airports, and aerodromes 
which are defined as any area of land, water or other supporting surface used, designed, 
prepared, equipped or set apart for the arrival, departure, movement, or servicing of aircraft.  

 
Introduction 

The map naming conventions indicate the Schedule letter, electoral area, and map number 
as follows. 

 

Map Identification Key 

Map Name Schedule Electoral Area 
(if applicable) 

Map Number 

Map L1 Regional Overview L Regional 1 

Map LA1 Electoral Area A L A 1 

Map LA1.1 Electoral Area A L A 1.1 

Map L2 Special Study Areas 
Index 

L Regional 2 

Map LA2 Electoral Area A L A 2 

Map LA2.1 Electoral Area A L A 2.1 

Map L3 Local Area Plans Index L Regional 3 

Map LA3 Electoral Area A L A 3 

Map LA3.1 Electoral Area A L A 3.1 

Map L4 Development Approval 
Information Regional Overview 

L Regional 4 
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Schedule L
Land Use Designations

Map L1 - Regional Overview
(excluding the Gulf Islands)
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Map LB3.2 - Shawnigan Lake
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