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CVRD Arts & Culture Disbursement Policy

To complete an application, please review the eligibility criteria and the disbursement policy document. Email the following documents to arts@cvrd.bc.ca:
1. completed application form
2. completed budget template form
3. most recent organizational financial statement
4. Statement of Directors from BC Registrar for Societies
5. (optional) cover letter and marketing sample
The deadline for submission is Saturday, January 31, 2026, at 11:59 pm. All grant applications must be received by this date to be considered for funding.

Background
The CVRD Arts & Culture Division offers annual grant funding for eligible non-profit organizations for arts-related projects in the Cowichan Region. Eligibility must meet the criteria. Applications, recipients, and funding amount decisions are adjudicated by the CVRD Board-appointed Arts & Culture Grant Committee and in accordance with the Arts & Culture Grant Disbursement Policy. 
The Arts & Culture Grant program aims to:
· support community groups within the geographical boundaries of the Cowichan Valley Regional District in providing artistic opportunities for residents
· build community and organizational capacity to deliver artist opportunities
· promote partnerships and financial cost-sharing among the CVRD, other funders, and organizations
Eligibility & Criteria Requirements
· The proposed project’s focus must be an art and culture activity
· The proposed project must be based within the CVRD geographic boundaries
· Applicants must be a non-profit society, with a Board of Directors, and have been registered in British Columbia for at least six (6) months immediately preceding the application deadline
Assessment Criteria
The CVRD Arts & Culture Grant Committee will adjudicate all grant applications in the areas of:
· the artistic merit of the proposal
· the applicant organization’s capacity to deliver the proposal
· the potential community impact of the proposal
Ineligible Organizations and Projects
· Service Clubs
· Organizations whose primary mandate involves religious or sports activities
· Civic departments or branches (including libraries and community centres)
· Training and educational organizations
· Previous grant recipient organizations that did not submit a final report
· Start-up costs
· Individual scholarships or bursaries
· Projects taking place outside of the CVRD boundaries
· Fundraisers
· Deficit reduction
· Activity that is not artistic in nature
· Individual artists (individuals may partner with an eligible non-profit organization). 
Conditions of Assistance
· Grant funds may be used for either operating assistance or projects
· Grant funds must apply to the proposed purpose only 
· Grant funds may not be used for completed projects
· Grant recipients are to acknowledge the CVRD’s support by including the CVRD logo on any marketing materials related to the proposed project
· If the funds are not used for the proposed project, they must be repaid in full
· Any unused portion of the grant must be repaid to the CVRD
· Organizations who receive a grant must submit a completed Project Grant Report and final budget by January 31, 2026. This report template can be found on the CVRD Arts & Culture website and will be emailed to grant recipients. Organizations that fail to submit the final report by the deadline will be ineligible for the subsequent year’s funding.
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Please direct questions to arts@cvrd.bc.ca or 250.746.3428
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